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INTRODUCTION

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch 
in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that 
bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already 
clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”

JOHN 15:1-5

Jesus declares that He is the True Vine and we, as believers, are the 
branches. In John 15:4, He instructs us to do the following, “Remain in Me, 
and I [will remain] in you. Just as no branch can bear fruit by itself 
without remaining in the vine, neither can you [bear fruit, producing 
evidence of your faith] unless you remain in Me.”
Although the branches of a tree may grow in different directions at varying 
lengths, they all share a common root. In similarity, believers in the Body of 
Christ possess different callings, purposes, and gifts; nevertheless, Jesus 
Christ is the Head of us all.

Jesus warns us that branches which bear no fruit will be cut off. Being 
fruitful is the result of an intimate relationship with God.  Building a strong 
relationship with God consists of various stages that a believer must 
experience to see true growth. Staying connected to the “True Vine” is at 
the heart of growing closer to God.

Fruitfulness is not only evident in our display of the fruits of the spirit, it is 
also visible in our “work of the ministry”, whether that be praying for the 
sick or teaching a Sunday school class. Growing and being fruitful will also 
equip you to make meaningful connections with others as you share your 
testimony and evangelize. When we receive good news, it is human nature 
to want to share it. If you had the cure to a pervasive disease would you 
keep it to yourself? As Jesus calls us to grow in Him, He also mandates us 
to go out into the world and “make disciples” of all people.
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DISCUSSION OBJECTIVES:

1

2

3

The personal need for building intimacy with Jesus Christ 
through the activity of daily prayer.

Discovering and learning to identify the different stages 
of an individual’s spiritual growth.

The prayers of David, Jonah, Pharaoh and Judas.

4

5

6

How to participate in God’s plan to save humanity by 
engaging in global evangelism.

Understanding Spiritual Gifts, and the Five-fold Ministry.

Giving.

It is true that Jesus Christ has left us in the world to be His 
witnesses until He returns. The objective of this lesson is 
to explore the importance of building a more profound 
and meaningful relationship with God by understanding 
the following:
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IN PURSUIT OF GOD1

“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament 
and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and 
your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and 
He will lift you up.”

JAMES 4:7-10

“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the 
Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”

GENESIS 3:8-9

“Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and 
clothed them.”

GENESIS 3:8-9

Pursuing the God who first pursued us through the practice of prayer is a 
beautiful experience. In the introductory stages of your spiritual encounter 
with Christ, He simply wets your appetite by calling you by His name and 
bringing you into His salvation. Now, a partnership must be developed 
over time as you are also responsible and will be held accountable for your 
spiritual growth. We must endeavor to draw nigh to God so that He, in 
return, will draw nigh unto us.

Although it was Adam who sinned and was in need of God, God is the one 
who aggressively sought him, asking, “Where are you?”, before later 
providing salvation for Adam by covering him with the skin of an animal. 

God hopes to give you a heart with an unquenchable desire to know 
more about Him everyday. This is because God has always been eager to 
experience uninterrupted fellowship with mankind. 
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“In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be 
Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it 
is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our 
debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into 
temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”

MATTHEW 6:9-13

‘The Lord’s Prayer‘ can be found in Matthew 
6:9-13. During this portion of Jesus’ Sermon on 
the Mount, He expounds on the importance of 
praying to God with sincerity. Although the 
Lord’s Prayer is often repeated verbatim, that 
was not Jesus’ original intention. Rather than 
focusing solely on the prayer Jesus prayed, we 
must look at the example He set. The prayer is a 
model that demonstrates the five elements that 
every prayer life must consist of. Each element is 
designed to bring individuals into the presence 
of the Lord so that they can grow to go.

“9 Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father, who is 
in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your 
kingdom come, Your will be done, On earth 
as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily 
bread.”

“12 And forgive us our debts, as we have 
forgiven our debtors [letting go of both the 
wrong and the resentment].”

“13 And do not lead us into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil...” 

“...For Yours is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.”

A PERSONAL PRAYER LIFE

Prayer Points

The following chart outlines prayer points that every believer should 
apply to perfect their prayer experiences. 

Scripture Reference 

Worship & Thanksgiving

Confession & Repentance

Intercession 

Thanksgiving
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HUNGER FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS 

“As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O 
God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come 
and appear before God? 3 My tears have been my food day and night, 
While they continually say to me, “Where is your God?” 4 When I 
remember these things, I pour out my soul within me. For I used to 
go with the multitude; I went with them to the house of God, With 
the voice of joy and praise, With a multitude that kept a pilgrim feast. 
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted 
within me? Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him For the help of His 
countenance.”

PSALMS 42:1-5

The process of getting to know the Lord better is a long yet exciting one 
that will not progress without a wholehearted effort and hunger to grow 
closer to Him. The more you put into this process, the more you will see 
results in the progression of your relationship with God.

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the 
Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

MATTHEW 6:31-33

Believers have the assurance that God will provide and protect His own; He 
will never leave or forsake you. He will supply all of your needs according to 
His eternal riches. Therefore, trust that once you seek God first everything 
else will fall into place as He sees fit.

The apostle Peter encourages every believer to grow spiritually in the 
knowledge of God. A mature and an immature believer can be distinguished 
by their desire to know the Lord more deeply. Immature believers tend to 
remain stagnant and stay at a place where they always desire milk. Mature 
believers, on the other hand, will have a burning passion to learn more about 
God and grow closer to Him. Spiritual maturity is signified by adding new 
Christian disciplines to your faith and getting to know God personally, rather 
than merely knowing facts about Him. The Bible puts ownership on the 
believer to establish their own hunger for spiritual maturity. 
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Here in the passage below, Peter reminds us of the many precious 
promises that are ours in Christ, which free us from slavery to sin as we 
remain in Him and He in us. So Peter encourages us to give all diligence to 
adding moral excellence, divine knowledge and self-control to our faith 
and strive after patient endurance, brotherly kindness and godly love. 
Peter knows that such qualities are the birthright of all who are in Christ 
Jesus and that if these godly qualities are evident in our lives, we will 
become fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

And yet we read that these spiritual qualities, which are available to all 
believers, are lacking in some Christians' lives.

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.”

2 PETER 3:18

“As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and 
virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and 
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add 
to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, 
to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to 
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if 
these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who 
lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has 
forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.”

2 PETER 1:3-9
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David - Psalms 51:1-19

Even though God knows the heart, mind and intentions of every person, 
He wants us to directly speak and commune with Him through prayers. In 
addition to giving thanks and asking God to protect us throughout the 
day, prayer is also a time for us to repent and be vulnerable with God. 
Jesus instructs us to pray with sincerity; an honest prayer is not marked by 
the use of vain repetitions, loud volume or how many words you utter. The 
psalms of David illustrate the personal prayer life he had with God. 

Whether David felt worn out by his enemies or in awe of the Lord, He 
didn’t hesitate to go to God in prayer. When David felt convicted by the 
prophet Nathan for committing adultery with Bathsheba and planning 
the death of her husband Uriah, he cried out to God in Psalm 51 for mercy 
and forgiveness, but also for God to change his character. Similarly, Jonah 
beseeched God to show compassion when he ended up in the belly of a 
big fish after disobeying God’s instruction for him to go preach in Nineveh. 
The authenticity of David and Jonah’s prayer resulted in God hearing their 
petition and delivering them from their circumstances. 

2 THE PRAYERS OF DAVID, JONAH, 
PHARAOH AND JUDAS

Jonah - Jonah 2:1-10

HONEST AND SINCERE PRAYERS ATTRACT THE ATTENTION 
AND THE HEART OF GOD. 



Compare and contrast 
characteristics of a maturing believer 

and a believer who has remained 
stagnant in the knowledge of God. 

Using appropriate Scripture 
references, what advice would you 

offer a struggling believer?  DI
SC

US
SI

ON
QU

ES
TI

ON
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When Pharaoh saw the plague of locusts, he was quick to repent. He told 
Moses and Aaron that he would free the Israelites if they prayed for God to 
remove the plague. However, every time Moses would pray to God as per 
Pharaoh’s request, his heart would harden again and he would return to his 
evil ways. Judas is another example of a depthless prayer. After betraying 
Jesus and realizing that He was condemned to die, Judas felt remorseful 
and tried to return the thirty pieces of silver he sold Jesus out for. If Judas 
had found a true place of repentance and understood the forgiving nature 
of the One he was a disciple of, he would not have taken his own life. 
Therefore, it is important that our prayer lives are built on truth and sincerity.

Pharaoh - Exodus 10:13-16 Judas - Matthew 27:3-10

SUPERFICIAL PRAYERS DO NOT ATTRACT THE ATTENTION 
OR TOUCH THE HEART OF GOD. 
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Our physical development in this life involves growth and changes to our 
bodies, brains, senses, motor skills, and health and wellness.  The same, in 
many ways, rings true for believers’ spiritual development. If we genuinely 
encounter and continue to seek God, we will pass through inevitable 
stages of spiritual growth:

The first stage is usually filled with optimism 
and enjoyment. Not very much information 
is known about God, the Church, the devil, 
or even yourself.  Here is where most, if not 
all, of your prayers may be answered 
regularly in the way that you desire. Overall, 
you are generally having a great time.

As you get to know more about God, your 
past will return to haunt you during this 
second stage of growth. You may find 
yourself struggling to overcome old habits 
and cyclical sins. During this stage, you will 
begin to realize that you are in a real 
spiritual fight. 

At this stage, a believer may begin to 
question their faith in God, the Bible, and 
the Church. “Is this all real?” or “Am I being 
brainwashed?” are questions that may be 
asked and used by the enemy to make 
turning away from the faith appealing.

STAGES OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH3

1 THE HONEYMOON STAGE: 

2 THE FIGHTING STAGE: 

3 THE DOUBTING STAGE:
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It is here where searching for answers to hard questions begins to take 
place. Seeking God and studying the Bible are vital and essential parts of 
this stage. This is also where life-altering decisions are made.

4 THE SEARCHING FOR TRUTH STAGE: 

In this last stage, God is revealed to those that have been seeking him. Even 
though many of your questions may not be fully answered, you have 
confidence in God and are determined to continue growing in Him. There is 
no desire to backslide as you have a made-up mind to serve God until death.

Over the next 30 days, you are being challenged to memorize each of the 
following bible passages below, and do your best to practice what they 
teach.  Think about creating a personal journal to track your progress. 

5 THE MADE-UP MIND STAGE:

MEMORY ASSIGNMENT 

Positive Attitudes of 
Spiritual Maturity

Negative Attitudes of 
Spiritual Immaturity

Putting Away Childish Things 
– 1 Corinthians 13:11

Gaining Understanding 
– 1 Corinthians 14:20

Striving for Christ’ Ideal 
– Ephesians 4:13

Grasping the Deeper Truths of 
 the Gospel – Hebrews 5:14

Gaining Victory Over Temptation 
– 1 John 2:14

The inability to Review Strong 
Teaching – 2 Corinthians 3:1-3

The necessity of Tutelage 
– Galatians 4:1-3

Instability of Faith 
– Ephesians 4:4

Continue in Primary Department 
– Hebrews 5:12
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In his book, Spiritual Gifts, David K. Bernard, the 
Pentecostal Theologian wrote, “When each 
member of the body performs his proper 
function, the whole body will be edified, or built 
up. The goal is to attain maturity in Christ.” Like 
the parts of the human body, every member of 
the body of Christ has a specific function. The 
human body may be able to limp along without 
a foot or arm, but it will not survive without a 
heart or brain. Nevertheless, Bernard explains 
that we should not forsake the former because 
of this. A healthy body consists of all functioning 
parts; therefore, every part of the body must be 
valued and exercised to reach its full potential. 

Every limb, organ system, and blood vessel connect to form a whole body. 
This symbolizes the vitality of remaining connected to our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Discipleship and fellowship are important aspects of 
Christianity. In addition to loving our neighbour, we are also called to bear 
their burdens and restore them meekly when they have fallen. We can 
accomplish this through the spiritual gifts God has blessed each of us 
with. Your word of prayer or the laying on of your hands may be what your 
neighbour has been waiting for.

DAVID K. BURNARD

4 GET INVOLVED BY LEARNING 
YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTING
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In 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, Paul outlines the distinct supernatural gifts that 
God blesses His people with for the furtherance of His Kingdom:

THE NINE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be 
ignorant: 2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these 
dumb idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you 
that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and 
no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 4 There 
are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, 
but it is the same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given 
the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of 
knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another 
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning 
of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all 
these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.”

1 CORINTHIANS 12:1-11
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Spiritual 
awareness/perceptions 

that facilitates decisions 
that are aligned with 

what God would desire.

Awareness or 
information that is 

divinely inspired

To believe, even 
without tangible 

evidence

Being a conduit that 
God uses to make 

someone sound, or 
healthy again.

Word of wisdom facilitates 
sound decisions and 
directives in the body of 
Christ (the Church), and 
builds confidence that God 
is directing the paths.

Knowledge is power, and if 
sound knowledge on the 
various aspects of Christian 
living abounds in the body, 
then both new converts and 
mature believers will be solid 
sources of reference as they 
strive to learn more about 
their faith.

We cannot please God 
without Faith. The gift of 
Faith in a body is indicative 
of how that body trusts and 
believes in God, even when 
there is no tangible evidence 
or substance  to support that 
belief.  God relishes in this 
type of trust.

This is a reminder to believers 
that we serve an all-powerful 
God. Yet, it is important that 
our faith in God does not 
solely rely on healing for its 
source of growth.

Spiritual Gifts Gift Definition How does this gift 
benefit the body?

Word of
Wisdom

Word of
Knowledge

Faith

Gifts of
Healing

1

2

3

4
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6

Spiritual Gifts Gift Definition How does this gift 
benefit the body?

Desired actions that 
defy natural or other 
known laws, and can 
only be explained by 
divine intervention.

As in the case of Healing, 
miracles is a reminder to 
believers and others that we 
serve an almighty God. While He 
does not have to prove himself 
to anyone, this supernatural 
occurrence is a reassurance to 
Christians that God still rules in 
the affairs of men.

Divinely inspired to 
foretell events.

God uses this gift to tell His 
people of future occurrences.  
This can serve as a warning or 
notice to the body or 
individuals in the body.

To recognize different 
spiritual forces and to 
distinguish those that 
are of God, and those 

who are not.

The Bible speaks of principalities 
and powers. Being able to 
distinguish which spirits are of 
God and which are not is vitally 
important to a body if it will 
grow, and not be deceived by 
the evil one.

Through the inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost, Speaking 

in a language that was 
not known/learnt by 

the speaker.

Though inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost, the 

ability to interpret what 
was spoken in an 
unknown tongue.

Divers kinds of tongues is one 
of the communication 
methods God may choose to 
interact with His body. This 
supernatural occurrence may 
seem strange to an unbeliever, 
but God often uses this to 
communicate a message.

The body stands to benefit or 
be edified when God provides 
the interpretation of the 
message in tongues. God 
may use this to convey a 
relevant or pertinent message 
to the body.  This gift provides 
edification to the body.

Working 
of Miracles

5

Prophecy

Discerning
of Spirits

7

Divers kinds 
of tongues

8

Interpretation
of tongues

9
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THE FIVE-FOLD 
MINISTRY 

1 Corinthians 14:33 informs us that God is not a God of confusion or 
disorder. This is reflected in the structure God intends His Church to 
adhere to for every member's edification. Ephesians 4:10-16 teaches on 
what has been theologically coined as the “five-fold ministry”. The 
five-fold ministry is intentionally designed and instituted by God to mature 
and perfect every member of the body of Christ. Understanding the 
five-fold ministry helps believers navigate the process of growing in the 
Lord so that they can go out into the world.

“He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the 
heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11 And He Himself gave some 
to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 
14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 
the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the 
head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love.”

EPHESIANS 4:10-16
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The roles of the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher form a 
God-inspired dynamic. Each gift in the five-fold ministry is God’s gift to 
the Church; and it attracts the supernatural when cultured and 
implemented effectively. Absence of the five-fold ministry deprives 
Christians of flourishing in their walk of faith. The way through which God 
uses each function in the five-fold ministry can be analogously understood 
by taking a look at our own hand. An effective way to understand the 
working of the five-fold ministry is to picture the practical use of the 
human hand.

An Apostle, from the Greek language, means a person who is sent. The 
thumb is the source of our dexterity and ability to grip because it is the 
only opposable finger on the human hand; meaning, it can turn against 
the other four fingers. This symbolizes the role of the apostle because they 
are capable of fulfilling all roles throughout the longevity of their ministry.

1 APOSTLE

EPHESIANS 4:11

TEACHER

PA
ST

OR

EV
A

N
GE

LI
ST

PR
OP

HE
T

APOSTLE

THE
FIVE-FOLD  
MINISTRY 
DIAGRAM
TO DEMONSTRATE THE ESSENTIALITY 
OF THE FIVE-FOLD MINISTRY, 
THE HUMAN HAND CAN BE OBSERVED. 



In your own words, discuss 
the importance of the 

five-fold ministry. Do you 
believe it is relevant in both 
small and large assemblies? 

Why or why not?DI
SC

US
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190

A Prophet is one who God uses to utter divinely inspired truth. The index 
finger is able to grab people’s attention as it is often used to communicate 
through body language. Like the index finger, prophets point people 
toward a certain direction, whether it be delivering a revelation, pointing 
out sin or pointing people closer to God.

An Evangelist has a unique gifting to reach the unsaved. The middle 
finger is the tallest finger and supplies strength for grabbing or holding 
on to something. This represents the passion of evangelists as they reach 
out and welcome people in.

2 PROPHET

3 EVANGELIST

A Pastor has a special calling to care for the wellbeing of others. The ring 
finger is associated with love and represents a connection to the heart. 
This is an emblem of the pastor’s commitment to serve and engage in a 
symbolic marriage with the Church. As the pastor maintains a personal 
relationship with God, they have been entrusted to oversee the survival of 
the sheep of His pasture.

4 PASTOR

A Teacher has the high calling to mature the body of Christ by teaching 
sound doctrine. Despite its size, the pinky finger is a significant source of 
strength for lifting, gripping and maintaining balance.

5 TEACHER
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GLOBAL EVANGELISM5

According to the World Death Clock, 1.8 people die per second, 6392.7 per 
hour, and 153,424.70 per day. We can only imagine what percentage of 
those lives belonged to born again believers. That in mind, we must 
understand that evangelism is the heartbeat of God.

For many years, I wondered why God would save people and then leave 
them to live on earth. Would it not be a better idea to save an individual, 
then immediately take them to heaven where they will live in happiness 
forever? I grew to understand that my thinking was incorrect and 
unaligned with the mind of God. God has a unique plan for every person 
He saves, which includes making them “fishers of men,” or, a soul winner. 
In fact, evangelism is the reason the Church is left on earth.

As 2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slack concerning His 
promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward 
us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come 
to repentance.”
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The Church’s main mission should be to bear witness of the saving grace of 
Jesus Christ in the world. The Bible tells us that Christ will not return until 
the Gospel has been preached throughout the entire world. Today, the 
Gospel has reached more nations than ever before. Many missionaries and 
outreach groups have taken advantage of the advancements and 
resources of the modern world, such as technology, to overcome 
geographical limitations. 

A soul-winner is someone who wisely uses their 
testimony to witness to others. They encourage others 
to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ by sharing the 

Gospel and the plan of salvation. 

WORD DEFINITION: SOUL WINNER

“From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of 
Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 Then 
He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
20 They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on 
from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending 
their nets. He called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and 
their father, and followed Him. 23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, 
and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the 
people.”

MATTHEW 4:17-23
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This does not mean that we have forsaken the example set by those long 
before us. Many churches are adopting the early Church’s model of 
forming small discipleship groups. The objective of most of these groups is 
to teach and fellowship with teams of five to seven people to reflect how 
the apostles invested in the salvation of others, and witnessed exponential 
growth in the Church as a result. The apostles did not lose momentum 
after the miraculous day of Pentecost; they ate, praised, donated, found 
favour, and continued teaching sound doctrine to every believer who was 
willing to follow and join in unity. As a result, the Lord added souls to the 
Church daily.

Jesus did not give His disciples the Great Suggestion. He commissioned 
them to evangelize the whole world, and it is our duty to follow suit. 
Evangelism is among the greatest tokens of love because it helps save the 
lost from spending eternity in the lake of fire.

“Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, 
“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He 
said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the 
Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 
to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.”

ACTS 1:6-8

“Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain 
which Jesus had appointed for them. 17 When they saw Him, they 
worshiped Him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and spoke to 
them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.”Amen”.

MATTHEW 28:16-20

Here, Matthew tells us about what is known as the “Great Commission.” 
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You and I are in a blessed and privileged position to have heard the 
preaching of the gospel. Peter asked an essential question in his epistle, 
“What will happen to those who do not hear or obey the gospel?”

Peter’s question and Paul’s response emphasize the importance of our 
evangelistic efforts. Being our brother’s keeper calls us to care for the 
spiritual welfare of others, rather than being spiritually obese and keeping 
the joy of the Lord to ourselves. Jesus has no greater joy than to see those 
who were lost in sin accept salvation.

“For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; 
and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do 
not obey the gospel of God?”

1 PETER 4:17

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should 
perish but that all should come to repentance.”

2 PETER 3:9

“In flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, 
and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.”

2 THESSALONIANS 1:8-9

“I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no 
repentance.”

LUKE 15:7

Paul gave a shocking response to Peter’s question.
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When you love someone, your actions are sure to reveal that. 

GIVING6

True love can be expressed in many different ways. For example, 
sometimes, a husband might express his love for his wife in the natural 
sense by telling her that he loves her. While at other times, his love can be 
expressed through his actions, such as gift-giving, spending quality time 
with her, or just taking the time to listen to her heart as she speaks. When 
you love someone, is there anything that you would not do for that person? 

How do Christians show their love for God? Their sincere love for the Lord is 
shown by how they live their daily lives for him, and by the way they give to 
him and others around them. God has called his children to be givers 
because He is a giver. So when you are asked to give to the Lord in 
whatever manner, always remember that you have been allowed to show 
your love for Him.

God wants for you to give yourself to Him first. — 2 Corinthians 8:5 
When you give, you are giving to God and not man! 
God is the ultimate giver. — John 3:16
Giving when it is done with the right attitude will bring great blessings. 
— Luke 6:38

THE TRUTH ABOUT GIVING 
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You are neither giving to the church nor your pastor - you are giving to the 
Lord, the one who has given his life for you. God desires to have your whole 
heart and anything or anyone that is connected to it.

Settle this point in your heart from the outset. 

When will humanity finally wake up and begin to understand that God 
owns everything that they possess? No matter how small it may seem, 
every single thing is owned by God, (see Psalms 24:1). Because God owns it 
all, He can take away the things that you value whenever he pleases. So, 
the challenge to you is this; never get so connected to anything here on 
earth to the point that you cannot let go. At first, I must admit that giving 
can be a difficult concept for new Christians to grasp as it was for me 
because giving it is not quickly learned. Before being saved, it may have 
been relatively easy for you to give of your time, clothing, or other material 
things to various charities; but the giving of money may not be as easy for 
you. 

One of the reasons for this is because many people have connected their 
hearts to their money. You may ask, “Why does God want my money?” Or, 
you may even say that “the church and the pastor are only interested in 
taking my hard-earned money” for their purpose or benefit. That is not the 
case at all!

GOD OWNS IT ALL
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Some people will teach that tithing belonged only to the time of the Law 
of Moses and, therefore, does not apply to today's church. Yet, long before 
Moses's time, we read that Abraham, the type of believer, paid tithes to 
Melchizedek, the type of Christ, (see Psalms 110:4). One day in a 
conversation with a Jewish audience, who claimed Abraham as their 
father, Jesus told them something worth reading; (see John.8:39).

One of the notable "works of Abraham" was to pay tithes to Melchizedek, 
the Priest-King of Salem, (see Genesis 14:17-20), and everyone who is of like 
faith with Abraham should pay tithes to the Melchizedek of the church, 
Jesus Christ, by bringing tithes to him from an honest and cheerful heart. 
God's will concerning tithes  have never changed. As Melchizedek received 
tithes, so does Jesus Christ. 

“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. 33 Sell what you have and give alms; provide 
yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the 
heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

LUKE 12:32-34

TITHING

Tithing is the practice of setting aside 10% of your increase or profits to 
support the work of God. The first real mention of tithe in the Bible is 
found in Genesis 14:20 where Abraham gives a tithe to Melchizedek.
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This act of voluntary giving was practiced in Exodus 25, where Moses 
asked all the children of Israel to give a free-will offering that would be 
used to build the tabernacle for the Lord. As a result, the people brought 
all that was needed to make the work successful, such as; gold, slivers, 
expensive fabrics, stones, etc., and even their time. There is a promise of 
God for all those who will give, (see Luke 6:38), which admonishes us to 
"give," and in return, it will be given back to us. This passage goes on to tell 
us that "with the same measure," a man or woman would give with the 
same "measured" they would be given back. Let us obey the Lord 
together, and let us give our time, our self, our encouragement, and our 
money in the Kingdom of God. Maybe you have heard of the story of Cain 
and Abel; (see Genesis 4:3-8).

OFFERING

On the other hand, the giving of offerings is a voluntary act 
meaning that you can bless the Lord and the work of your local 
church with an amount of your choice, (see 2 Corinthians 9:6-7). 

“But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one 
give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for 
God loves a cheerful giver.”

2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-7
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Much argument has centered on these brothers' offerings, why one was 
received, and the other rejected. Both Cain and Abel came to worship the 
Lord by presenting gifts to Him. 

God accepted both Abel and 
his offering. The reason for this 
was that Abel gave his gift to 
God with the right attitude. 

Hebrews 11:4 says that Abel's 
gift was given by faith.

On the other hand, God rejected 
Cain and his offering. Many 
people have said that this is 

because Cain's offering did not 
involve blood, but this is not the 
case upon notable observation. 

The purpose of the offerings was 
not to atone for sin. 

Cain's offering was rejected because he gave to God out of formality. The 
Bible says that "Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground," but 
Abel "brought the firstborn of the flock and their fat." Therefore, the 
difference between both of their gifts is to be found in their faith and their 
attitudes. Abel's offering had much thought and reverence put into it, 
while Cain just gave.

ABEL CAIN
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The following is a concise list of biblical references that relates 
to the subject of giving.  Read each of the following biblical 
passages in 1-2 different translations and discuss what they 

teach about the topics in detail.

PERSONAL  ASSIGNMENT:

BIBLE REFERENCES: 

• Acts 20:35
• Proverbs 11:24

• Luke 6:38
• Mark 12:41-44

• Deuteronomy 16:16b,17
• Malachi 3:10-12

• 1 Corinthians 16:2


