LESSONONE

FIRST
THINGS
FIRST
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INTRODUCTION
Can a story have an ending without a beginning? Italian philosopher
Thomas Aquinas is well known for his ﬁve cosmological arguments
concerning God’s existence. His second argument for the existence of God
is the First Cause argument. Through this argument, Aquinas theorized that
cause and effect are also applicable to the world in that God was the First
Cause, and the world was the effect.
Although many critique this belief by questioning who caused God, God’s
omnipotence relinquishes His need for contingency. In other words, He is
not dependent on anything or bound by time, He is God all by Himself.
Philosophers, like Aquinas, often use logic and reason to prove the
existence of God. However, we as believers are instructed to trust God and
His Word to reveal Who He is and put ﬁrst things ﬁrst in our lives.

DISCUSSION
OBJECTIVES:

This chapter is designed to bring us back to the beginning by causing us to
understand that God is more than a distant First Cause Being; and that
from the very beginning, He desired a personal relationship with His
creation.

In a world where a plethora of ideas are
competing to deny the reality of the
existence of God; the objective of this
lesson is to demonstrate God’s existence
and love for humanity by exploring:

1 The existence and love of God
2 God’s plan of salvation
3 The before and after portrait
of a child of God
2
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LET’S TALK ABOUT
THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

The popular phrase “in the beginning God...” are the ﬁrst four words of the
bible that form our Christian faith and belief in a supernatural creator. This
is one of the most clearly made statements in the Bible, yet individuals
from the past and present continuously challenge it’s validity. It will likely
continue to be tested in the future. As challenging as it may be, it is
important to understand that we can rely on the development of science,
archaeological ﬁndings of ancient cities and texts, historical records, and
the life transformational testimonies of millions of people across the
world to afﬁrm the reality of God’s existence. Together, these records
demonstrate the authenticity of the Word of God.
When reading through the book of Genesis, it is clear that the author
makes no attempt to prove God’s existence, but simply afﬁrms His
existence and demonstrates how God is responsible for the creation of the
universe, the earth, and humanity.

GENESIS 1:1-3
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “
Despite this biblical claim, many people still seek to doubt the existence of
God because He cannot be seen with the natural eye. However, living by
faith calls us to believe in the supernatural and the hope that God is not
conﬁned to human intelligence. For this reason, it is only through faith
that we can accept and share with others the knowledge of God’s
existence.

HEBREWS 11:1-2, 6
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.
6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him.”

3

GOD’S WORDS CAN BE TRUSTED

As you may soon come to understand, God is a God of His Word. Unlike
human beings, God does not break promises, deceive, lie, or use words to
manipulate people. Since God is holy, pure, and absolutely perfect, we can
trust that every word from Him is equally trustworthy.

PSALMS 12:6-7

“The words of the Lord are pure words, Like silver tried in a furnace
of earth, Puriﬁed seven times. 7 You shall keep them, O Lord, You
shall preserve them from this generation forever.”
(Please reference Philippians 2:9-11)

Many individuals, scholars, and theorists challenge the validity of the Bible
by claiming that science and the Bible disagree one with another. Some
even go as far as to argue that God is a mystical ﬁgure, incapable of
pursuing relationship with man.
This form of anti-christ thinking has led many scientists, naturalists, and
evolutionists to publish spurious literature that seeks to contradict the
veracity of God’s Word.
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While we do not rely on empirical evidence alone to prove miraculous
events or the supernatural, it is essential to note that many excavations
and discoveries have taken place to showcase archaeological evidence
that corroborates the Bible.
Every year, Christianity Today publishes the top 10 biblical
archaeological discoveries that were found or further explored.
For example, in 2004, archaeologists discovered the Pool of
Siloam mentioned in John 9 during a project to repair a sewage system;
they also found the bottom of the street that led up to the Temple Mount
in Jerusalem in the ﬁrst century. Digging continued to be done in 2019 to
make this street more accessible.
The Bible Archaeological Society is a non-proﬁt organization dedicated to
exploring and sharing the relationship between the Bible and
archaeological relics, tablets, rocks, and structures. In 2011, they published
the book Top Ten Biblical Archaeology Discoveries; the ﬁnal chapter
focused on Dr. Nahman Avigad from the Hebrew University and his
discovery of an Israelite tower in Jerusalem’s Jewish Quarter that was used
to defend the city against the Babylonian invasion.

PSALMS 138:2
“I will worship toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name
For Your lovingkindness and Your truth; For You have magniﬁed
Your word above all Your name.”
Psalms 138:2 stresses an inextricable truth between God
and His Word. We can see from reading this passage that
trusting God means trusting His Word, and vice versa.
While believing the Bible requires us to have faith, we can
also use the natural world to verify and identify the truth of
its content. Acknowledging the authenticity of the Bible is
proof of the existence of God because it is through the
Bible itself that we better understand who God is.
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WHO IS GOD?
Have you ever taken the time to wonder
who God is and what He is like? Well, you
are invited to learn more about Him and
His nature and character by examining
and understanding what the scriptures
say about the attributes of God.

FOUR ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
In the ﬁeld of systematic theology, there are a whole host of attributes
that are attributed to demonstrate the identity and personality of the one
true God. From the exhaustive list that exists, we will take a very brief look
at four of these attributes for the sake of our study.

1

God is Omnipresent – He Is Always Everywhere (Psalms 139:7-10)

2

God is Self-Existent (1 Timothy 6:16)

3

God is Omnipotent – He is All-Powerful (Luke 1:37)

4

God is Love – God’s Love for humanity is unconditional (1 John 4:7-8)

Unlike human beings, God has no limits or boundaries. He is not conﬁned
to the dimension of space or time. Therefore, God is omnipresent
because He is capable of being everywhere at the same time.
Unlike everything else in the entire universe, God had no beginning
or end. Because He is the Creator of all things, He is the only One
who exists outside of the created order of the things that exist.
Being omnipotent means that God has power over wind, water,
gravity, physics, etc. God's power is inﬁnite, or limitless.

Within Christianity, agape (the Greek word for love) describes the
very nature and character that is quintessential to God. God does not
only possess love, God is love. The fact that God is love simply
suggests that God is able to look past all of our human mistakes, and
through His unconditional love, He is able to establish a relationship
with each one of us.
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GOD

is the Holy Spirit whose
personality and intelligence
are superior to human
understanding. He can be
personally experienced
through faith in His Word.

JOHN 4:23-24

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such
to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth.”

ARGUMENTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD
The existence of a God is a controversial topic that has given rise to
signiﬁcant debate for centuries. Discussions surrounding this topic have
inﬂuenced the realm of philosophy, religion, and popular culture. Whether
individuals use personal experiences, logic and reason, or scientiﬁc
methodologies, there are a host of arguments for and against God’s
existence.
For example, in the western world, Plato and
Aristotle are notable pioneers in philosophical
thinking about God’s existence. They, like
many others over the centuries have made an
effort to craft a perfectly bulletproof argument
for the existence of God. For the purpose of
our study we will explore in brief two of the
many arguments that have been offered to
substantiate God’s reality. These two
arguments are popular in various schools of
religious and secular learning and or themed
coined as the Cosmological Argument, and
the Intelligent Design Argument.

PLATO & ARISTOTLE
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THE COSMOLOGICAL ARGUMENT
The Cosmological Argument was introduced by
philosopher Thomas Aquinas to provide an
explanation of the existence of God by showing how
everything that exists has a cause behind its existence.
Aquinas lived in what is considered to be a very
unscientiﬁc time in history (the 1200’s). The
arguments he made regarding the existence of God
are mostly based on his understanding of our natural THOMAS AQUINAS
world. (see Psalm 19:1-6 and Romans 1:19-20)
The point of the cosmological argument is that we live in a world where
things are moving, and since movement is caused by movers, everything
that moves must have been put in place by something else. In other
words, according to this view, the universe began to exist, therefore the
universe has a cause.

INTELLIGENT DESIGN
Micheal Behe, the modern philosopher offers
another perspective on the arguments for God’s
existence by introducing the Intelligent Design
concept. The argument was ﬁrst developed my
William Paley in the 1700s. This argument argues
that all features of the universe and living things
are to be best explained by an intelligent cause,
not an undirected process such as the evolutionist
position of “natural selection”. This argument
believes that the creation of the world is a design,
and it must have a designer, similar to the way
that a watch must have a watchmaker.

MICHEAL BEHE

THE WATCH

To better understand this
argument, consider the watch
you wear on your wrist. Is it
possible for such an intricate
object to function without a
mastermind behind its creation?
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DISCUSSION
QUESTION

In our multicultural and
pluralistic society, where
many different explanations
are given to prove or disprove
the existence of God, in what
ways can you prove the
existence of God?

UNLIKE ANY OTHER GOD-LIKE CONCEPTS
The God which Genesis introduces to the entire world is unlike any of the
other ‘god-like concepts’ we are introduced to on a regular basis. This bold
statement is not intended to offend others who may have different beliefs
about the identity/character of who God may be.
However, such a bold statement can be made because the God of the Bible
is the only God who can be personally known and be interacted with.

JEREMIAH 10:6-10
“Inasmuch as there is none like You, O Lord (You are great, and Your
name is great in might), 7 Who would not fear You, O King of the
nations? For this is Your rightful due. For among all the wise men of
the nations, And in all their kingdoms, There is none like You. 8 But
they are altogether dull-hearted and foolish; A wooden idol is a
worthless doctrine. 9 Silver is beaten into plates; It is brought from
Tarshish, And gold from Uphaz, The work of the craftsman And of
the hands of the metalsmith; Blue and purple are their clothing;
They are all the work of skillful men. 10 But the Lord is the true God;
He is the living God and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth
will tremble, And the nations will not be able to endure His
indignation”. (consider also; Isaiah 40:18-28, Acts 17:16-34)

9

UNLIKE ANY OTHER GOD-LIKE CONCEPTS
Some people choose to identify themselves as being atheists because of
their reluctance to accept the Bible’s claim regarding God’s existence. One
of their main arguments is, how can anyone intelligent believe in someone
or something who they cannot see, touch, or hear?
They conclude that God exists as a fairy tale, and those who choose to
believe in His existence are either brainwashed into doing so or are merely
uneducated individuals. However, despite this popular view, the Bible
offers a different perspective and veriﬁes the claims that it makes. For
example, the following passage describes the person who denies the
existence of God.

PSALMS 14:1
“The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt,
They have done abominable works, There is none who does good.”

WORD DEFINITION: FOOL
A fool is described as a person who acts unwisely or
imprudently; a silly person. A person who is tricked or
deceived; someone who is duped. There are numerous
credible sources to support God’s existence, and it is a
fact that the God of the Bible can be personally known
and experienced by any man or woman who desires to
get to know him.
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GOD LOVED YOU

FIRST

1 John 4:19 informs us about a
fundamental truth regarding
the love that exists in God for
human beings.

“We love Him because
He ﬁrst loved us.”

Humans did not desire one day to begin
initiating a love relationship with God. This love
relationship was initiated long before any of us
came into the world. It can be quite amazing to
observe why people choose to like or dislike each
other; because people tend to gravitate to others
based on their physical appearance, education,
or socio-economic background, or some other
predilection. Given that God has no prejudices,
one will not ﬁnd this within Him; He loved us
even before we chose to acknowledge Him.

ROMANS 5:8
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
God loved us so much that He knew He needed a plan
of salvation to bring humanity back into a relationship
with Him. He became willing to do the unthinkable act
of giving up the life of His only begotten Son to provide
us with a way back to Him.

JOHN 3:16-17
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”
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THE ENCOUNTER WITH GOD
God knows you; He knows you better than you or anyone else in the world
does. His desire is that you will long to know Him as well, and fulﬁll the
purpose He has for your life. God won’t force you to choose Him, but be
assured that your encounter with Him is not coincidental.

JEREMIAH 1:5
“Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you; Before
you were born I sanctiﬁed
you;I ordained you a prophet
to the nations.”

IMAGINE THIS...

God knew your name
long before you were born.
He knew you even before your
parents met each other, and He has
been busy at work in your life for many
weeks, months, and even years before
this point of you showing interest in
Him. God has been actively pursuing
humanity, desiring to begin a
life-long relationship
with them.

WHY?

Because He loves us with an everlasting
love, a love that no human can fully
comprehend. He ﬁrst loved humanity even
when we were all too busy rejecting His love
and rule in our lives.
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JEREMIAH 31:3
“The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you
with an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have
drawn you.”
God’s love caused us to hear the gospel message about Jesus and the
Kingdom of God, knowing that when we heard it, we would place our trust
in Him and call unto Him for salvation.

UNDERSTANDING THE CREATION OF MAN
HOW DID YOU GET HERE, AND WHY ARE WE HERE?
People from past generations have
thought about this question in-depth and
consequently have offered their
explanations for our existence and
purpose. Some have even cited science as
evidence for their belief. But what should
be believed about this most critical
question? Thinkers too, from different
cultures, have different views about how
human beings were created, and what, if
any, are their speciﬁc responsibilities to a
so-called deity or God.

We will examine two prominent
concepts existing within the
religious realm from the vast
array of world views that
currently exist.
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1

ST

Let us begin by examining the theory of dualism proposed by
French philosopher Rene Descartes, and the biblical concept of a
three-fold creation presented by Moses and Paul. By
understanding these views, individuals can begin to examine better
the information they have been presented with about the Gospel.

DUALISM:

French society in the 1600s had begun to take a turn from religion to
secularity. Its scientists and philosophers argued that faith-based thinking
had created unenlightened minds, and thus needed to be reintroduced
with signiﬁcant changes or simply be done away with. It was during this
climate that thinkers began rethinking man’s creation. Dualism was the
idea of creation they came up with. Dualism, like other secular thoughts
about man’s creation, is primarily a western school of thought.
Descartes (1641) helped to shape the underlying thought
process of this doctrine. In a nutshell, dualism’s most
fundamental teaching is that man possesses only body
and mind, thus eliminating the spirit or (the God side) of
the human being from the equation. For Descartes, the
mind is a non-physical substance—consciousness—which
provides the body’s actions.

A THREE-FOLD CREATION:
Eastern thinkers, dating back as far as the times of Genesis, have understood
man as the result of a three-fold creation, namely spirit, soul, and body.
New Testament philosophers, too, like Paul, hold this view of a tri-creation.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:23
“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”
To illustrate the
completeness of
man’s creation, Paul
identiﬁes that man’s
construction consists
of three unique parts.

1 The Spirit refers to life (God-breathed).

2 The Soul speaks of our psychological

(not tangible) processes.

3 The Body identiﬁes us physiologically.
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This view best
describes the
revelation of
man’s creation
as explained by
Moses in:

GENESIS 2:6-7
“But a mist went up from the earth and
watered the whole face of the ground.
7 And the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living being.”

SEVERAL ESSENTIAL TRUTHS SHOULD BE NOTED IN GENESIS 2:6-7
A mist from the earth gave moisture to the dust so that it could become
pliable for molding. The moist dirt was skillfully used to design the body
that would eventually house (the inner) man. This is described in the
following passage:

JOB 33:4
“The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty
gives me life.”
Once that outer layer was “formed”, the inner man (the soul) was
supernaturally breathed into, thus allowing the whole man’s activation.
Therefore, a correct way of visualizing man’s creation would be to
understand man as a soul (spirit being) that wears a mortal body that is
kept mobile by the breath of life—the Spirit.

THINK ABOUT IT IN THIS WAY…
“Formed man from the dust of the
ground” refers to man’s body; “breath
into his nostrils the breath of life” refers
to man’s spirit as it came from God; and
“man became a living soul” refers to
man’s soul when the body was made
alive by the Spirit and became a
self-consciousness-man.
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1

WHAT IS THE SOUL?

The soul can be described as the spiritual or immaterial part of an
individual. The soul is made up of the following elements, which when
viewed together, gives us our unique individuality:

Will refers to our capacity to act upon our own accord
or desire.
Emotions refers to our intuitive set of feelings or automatic
reactions based on your attitudes and/or state of mind.
Desire refers to our intense want or crave for something.
Psyche refers to our thought life.

2 WHAT IS THE SPIRIT?
The breath that God blew into the corps (the spirit) is the life that gave
mobility to our physical body. It was God’s original design that His Spirit
would rule the desires of the soul through connection with our human
spirit—and the soul, in turn, would manifest the character of God through
the body.
However, when man died (spiritually speaking) via the fall, his soul became
unenlightened—and the unenlightened soul began to give direction to
the body without the assistance of the Spirit since man’s human spirit
became separated from God. This best explains the “works of the ﬂesh.”

GALATIANS 5:19-21
“Now the works of the ﬂesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selﬁsh ambitions, dissensions,
heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of
which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
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UNDERSTANDING THE FALL OF MAN

The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ brought salvation into the
world and is the pillar of the Christian faith. However, the gravity of Jesus’
purpose on earth cannot be fully understood without comprehending what
the fall of man means. The fall of man took place in Genesis 3 when Adam
and Eve disobeyed God, thus, bringing sin into the world. Augustine
(354-430) is credited for shaping the popular doctrine concerning the fall of
man.
The ﬁrst man was made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27), which means
that he was created in God’s character of holiness, uprightness and truth.
However, when Adam disobeyed God, his inner (spirit) man experienced a
fall. Instead of existing in an upright position, Adam became dysfunctional.
God forewarned Adam that if he ate from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, he would surely die. Although Adam and Eve did not
physically die instantly when they ate the fruit, a spiritual death took place;
our ﬁrst parents were no longer living in a state of perfection or complete
bliss. All of humanity suffered from Adam and Eve’s sin because like the
passing down of genetics, every generation to come inherited Adam’s
carnal nature. This was the serpent’s intention when he deceived Eve; the
devil works tirelessly to ensure as many as possible will be subjected to the
same damnation as him.
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In Genesis 3:15, God said the following to the serpent, “And I will put
enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” This
verse prophecies of the coming of Jesus Christ through the virgin Mary,
and that He will defeat death and conquer the Kingdom of Darkness. “For
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become
the righteousness of God in Him”(2 Corinthians 5:21). Therefore, the plan
of salvation is God's way of redeeming the fall of man.
The body of man was created from the dust of the earth, but His soul was
brought to life by the very breath of God. Therefore, Adam was created in
the likeness and image of God.

GENESIS 2:5-7
“Before any plant of the ﬁeld was in the earth and before any herb of
the ﬁeld had grown. For the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the
earth, and there was no man to till the ground; 6 but a mist went up
from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground. 7 And the
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”
Many question why God placed the tree of knowledge
of good and evil in the garden if our ﬁrst parents
weren’t allowed to eat from it. If God did not give us
free will or the option to disobey Him, we would be
robots. Our demonstration of love and obedience to
God would not mean as much because we would not
have the ability to do otherwise. Being intentional
with the decisions we make is an important part of
being a Christian, because like our ﬁrst parents, we
must constantly choose between death and life.

GENESIS 2:15-17
“Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to
tend and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of
every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat
of it you shall surely die.”
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During our walk with God we must be careful and alert as the enemy will
always try to distract our focus from God’s Word. The serpent did so to Eve
by instilling doubt in her mind concerning what God really said.

GENESIS 3: 1-9

DISCUSSION
QUESTION

“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the ﬁeld which
the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed
said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” 2 And the woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden;
3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has
said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.” 4 Then the
serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows
that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil. 6 So when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave
to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed ﬁg
leaves together and made themselves coverings” 8 And they heard the
sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the Lord God called to Adam
and said to him, “Where are you?”

Compare and contrast
dualism and threefold
creation. What are some
issues with Descartes’
perspective on dualism? If
man only possesses body and
soul, what would be the need
for global evangelism?
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2

MAN’S NEED FOR SALVATION

To illustrate that every single person in the world is in need of salvation,
Paul argues that “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God”
because it was in Adam that all of us ﬁrst died. Needless to say, we are all
guilty of sin. Let’s think rationally; since sin is a universal issue and it is not
the will of God that any person perish, but rather that all would come to
repentance (2 Peter 3:9), there must also be a universal remedy to cure sin.
God provides this remedy through the plan of salvation.

ROMANS 3:23
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
Christ’s mission on earth was to remedy the fall of man that took place
when Adam disobeyed God. Adam’s sin brought death upon us, but the
resurrection of Jesus has given us new life and the hope of living in
paradise for eternity where death ceases to exist.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:21-22
“For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of
the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive.”
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Even though Jesus’ death on the cross purchased us new life, it is still up
to us to accept Him as our Lord and Saviour.

1 JOHN 5:9-12
“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for
this is the witness of God which He has testiﬁed of His Son. 10 He
who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who
does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not
believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. 11 And this is
the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of
God does not have life”.

WHAT MUST I DO
TO BE SAVED?

Many religions and worldviews approach the subject of God and salvation
differently. Even denominations under the umbrella of Christianity have
opposing beliefs concerning how one must be saved. For example, some
believe that “being a good person” is enough to be saved, while others
believe that merely reciting the “Sinner’s Prayer” or expressing mental
faith towards God only, guarantees automatic salvation.
These, however, do not align with the plan of salvation that God clearly
outlines in the Bible. When Jude 1:3 speaks about “our common
salvation,” it signiﬁes unity and that there is one means through which all
must be saved, rather than different avenues that lead to eternal life.

Nevertheless, Jesus and the apostles were not
unfamiliar with varying religious opinions and division
among social groups during their ministry; some of
them are brieﬂy described below.
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BIBLICAL RELIGIOUS GROUPS OF JESUS’ DAY
1
2
3
4

PHARISEES

The Pharisees were the largest of the Jewish
political religious sects during the days of Jesus.
Six thousand strong, they observed Jewish
rituals and studied the Torah and the oral law
(Luke 18:10-20, Matthew 23 and Mark 7:1-3).

SADDUCEES

In ﬁrst-century Israel, the Sadducees were a
religious sect that was usually involved in all levels
of societal power during the early church. They
were the Jewish aristocrats of their day, known as
much for their wealth and corruption as for their
religious devotion. They did not embrace the
reality of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
(Matthew 22:23-32 and 1 Corinthians 15:12).

SAMARITANS

The Samaritans were a racially mixed-race seen
as a lower class in Jewish culture because they
had gentile ancestry. The following passages
illustrates the relationship that existed between
the Jews and the Samaritans during the days of
Jesus (Ezra 4 and John 4:1-26).

ZEALOTS

The Zealots were a group of Jewish nationalists
who strongly opposed the Roman rule and were
traditionalists in their religious views (Luke 6:15).

Together, and along with several others, these groups
formed the belief systems of the people in Jesus’ own
day, and many did not choose to believe the preaching
of the early church.
Contrary to what the world often suggests, everyone’s belief system cannot
be right nor are there many ways to reach heaven. In John 14:6, Jesus said,
“I am the [only] Way [to God] and the [real] Truth and the [real] Life; no
one comes to the Father but through Me.” Therefore, we must follow His
instruction to be born of the water and the Spirit through the following
three steps of faith (discussed further on pg. 27).
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BIBLE DOCTRINES
Different denominations believe many different things about the Bible's
teaching on salvation-based topics. A person's belief about the Bible's
teachings on any particular subject is considered a doctrine. In a nutshell,
a doctrine can be best explained as any set of belief systems or sets of
ideas held and taught by a speciﬁc religious group, political party, or
another group. For example, an individual can adhere to a particular belief
about the concepts of predestination or abortion.
In the Bible, doctrine was an important topic that was a central aspect of
many of the epistles and other religious books. 1 Timothy 4:11-16 is a
perfect example of a passage in the Bible that shows the importance of
doctrine and the role that it will ultimately play in our individual salvation
stories. Here, Paul admonishes his young spiritual son Timothy to pay
special attention to what he studied and believed:

1 TIMOTHY 4:12-16

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an
example to the believers in word, in conduct,
in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come,
give attention to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in
you, which was given to you by prophecy with
the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15
Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely
to them, that your progress may be evident to
all. 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine.
Continue in them, for in doing this you will
save both yourself and those who hear you.”
Since the earliest record of human interaction,
there have been several different types of
doctrines in our world. The following list below
will brieﬂy explore these categories of doctrine.
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FIVE MAJOR DOCTRINES

1

The doctrine of God - The doctrine of God is used in reference to the
teaching that comes directly from the mouth of God (Exodus 20:2-17,
Deuteronomy 5:6-12 and Deuteronomy 32:1-2).
“Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak; And hear, O earth, the words of my
mouth. 2 Let my teaching drop as the rain, My speech distill as the dew,
As raindrops on the tender herb, And as showers on the grass."

2

The doctrine of Christ - When you read the biblical passages that deal
with the “Sermon on the Mount” (Matthew 5:7), the “Olivet Discourse”
Mark 13:1-37), and other teachings of Christ including the discussion with
Nicodemus are all examples of the doctrine of Christ (Hebrews 6:1-2).

3

The doctrine of the Prophets and Apostles - The doctrine of the
prophets and the apostles are teachings that came from anointed men
who God ordained to record His Word. (Luke 6:12-16, 24:44-45, John 17:17,
Galatians 1:6-17, Ephesians 2:20-22 & Revelation 21:14).

EPHESIANS 2:20-22
“Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the
whole building, being ﬁtted together, grows into a holy temple in the
Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place
of God in the Spirit”.

4

The doctrine of Man - The doctrine of man includes all secular
teachings that come from the wisdom, philosophy and from the
opinion of men (Matthew 15:7-9, Acts 17:16-21 & Colossians 2:6-8, 16-23).

5

The doctrine of Demons - doctrines of demons are those teachings and
socialization that form secular societies which include, self-abuse,
impure ideas about relationships, false doctrines and other forms of
unsound religious teachings (1 Timothy 4:1-3).
*At other times, the apostolic teaching is crystallized into small
creedal statements (e.g., Paul’s set of “trustworthy” sayings in 1 Tim.
1:15; 3:1; 4:8–9; 2 Tim. 2:11–13; Titus 3:4–8). Other passages seem to have a
creedal form (e.g., Rom. 1:3–4; 10:8–9; Col. 1:13–20).
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THE PLAN OF
SALVATION

3 Simple Steps
Commencing a
Relationship
with God:

1 Sincere repentance - Acts 17:30

2 Water baptism in Jesus’ name - Acts 2:38

3 Experiencing the baptism of the Holy Spirit

- Acts 2:1-5 & Romans 8:9(b).

Repentance is one of the ﬁrst
DIGGING DEEPER: Sincere
positive responses to receiving salvation. 1
Without repentance, we will not reach the Kingdom of God. Sin goes
against the nature of God; He hates it vehemently. When we fail to repent
of our sins we widen the gap between us and God. Repentance signiﬁes
our willingness to become dead to the “works of the ﬂesh”. When Jesus
was nailed to the cross, He burdened the weight of all of our
transgressions and shame. True repentance calls us to completely turn
away from sin and into the arms of a God who is ready to forgive us.

EZEKIEL 18:26-30
“When a righteous man turns away from his righteousness,
commits iniquity, and dies in it, is because of the iniquity which he
has done that he dies. 27 Again, when a wicked man turns away
from the wickedness which he committed, and does what is lawful
and right, he preserves himself alive. 28 Because he considers and
turns away from all the transgressions which he committed, he
shall surely live; he shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The
way of the Lord is not fair.’ O house of Israel, is it not My ways which
are fair, and your ways which are not fair? 30 “Therefore I will judge
you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,” says the
Lord God. “Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that
iniquity will not be your ruin”.
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Whenever an individual repents their sins, God promises that He will
forgive them of all of their sins. In turn, God will begin a process of
accelerated change in their life; helping them to become a new person.

1 JOHN 1:8-10
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”
There is no reason for a person to run away from God, feeling that what
they might have done against Him is too bad and that God cannot forgive
them. If people can humble themselves and make right with God, He will
wash them and accept them at that very moment that they pray for His
assistance. He will justify them; making it just like they didn’t sin at all.

ROMANS 5:1
“Therefore, having been justiﬁed by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ”.

In the following passage Paul provides a list of ten forms of evils
that are incompatible with living effectively in the Kingdom of
God. By choosing not to, people who commit sinful actions will
disqualify themselves from entering into heaven, because the
wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God

1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-11
“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor [a]homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the
kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctiﬁed, but you were justiﬁed in the name
of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God”
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The following is a concise list of biblical references that relates to
the subject of repentance and its role in the plan of salvation. Read
each in 1-2 different translations and discuss what they teach about
the topics in detail.

Proverbs 28:13 ...................................................................................
2 Chronicles 7:13-14 .........................................................................
Acts 3:19 ...............................................................................................
2 Peter 3:9 ...........................................................................................
Revelation 3:19 .................................................................................

2

Water Baptism in Jesus’s name is the second
step in the process of an individual’s salvation

… But what exactly is meant by the term baptism?

There has been a great misunderstanding regarding water baptism and its
importance in the plan of salvation. For example, some individuals have
suggested that although water baptism is a proper thing to do, it is not
mandatory for a believer’s ultimate salvation experience. To authenticate
this point of view, many have cited passages that deal with the thief on
the cross (Luke 23:39-43), as evidence to support their claim. Here, their
misunderstanding is that they have not properly taken into consideration
the old dispensation in which Jesus made this comment to the thief.
Notice Jesus says, …”Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in
Paradise”. Jesus did not say tomorrow. After the death and resurrection of
Jesus a brand new dispensation was inaugurated (John 7:36-39), and in
this dispensation God would have established a unique way through
which He would offer salvation to individuals (see Hebrews 10:11-22).
As we begin studying this subject together, the aim is to look closely and
honestly on what the Bible teaches about baptism. We will also observe
the cases in the Scripture where this topic is discussed and what the Bible
writers advice about its importance.
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WORD DEFINITION: BAPTISM
Being baptized is an act of obedience by which an individual
re-enacts the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
This physical act is accomplished once an individual is wholly
immersed underwater, and immediately raised out of it as a
statement of faith, which says; the old life is behind me, and I am
a new person now because my sins are forgiven by the blood and
the name of Jesus (Acts 22:16). Baptism in Jesus’ name is one of
the truest signs of a person’s true repentance. This biblical
concept of water baptism is further explored in Romans 6:3-4.
“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore
we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life”.
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HAVE YOU BEEN BAPTIZED
IN THE NAME OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST?
In the past, on the Day of Pentecost, while the Apostle
Peter began preaching to the audience of three
thousand people who had come to the Jewish
celebration from all over the world, he was asked a
fundamental question by his listeners.

ACTS 2:37

“Now when they heard this, they were cut to the
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?.”

In the following verse, Peter responded to the
audience without hesitation by advising them of the
correct response that should be displayed when the
gospel message is communicated and responded to
by a believer.

ACTS 2:38

“Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every
one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Peter was clear in his answer. He did not advise them
to pray or just to believe only, rather, he provided them
with speciﬁc truths they need to embrace to be saved.
What Peter told this group is still accurate for
individuals concerned with the question of
“How can I be saved?”
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Water baptism is an essential step in the plan of salvation.
Therefore, all people who will be saved in the end must be
baptized in water to eradicate their sins and to be correctly
identiﬁed with Jesus Christ.

MARK 16:15-16
“And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved;
but he who does not believe will be condemned.”
Jesus integrated water baptism with experiencing salvation. As a result of
this, baptism is not a voluntary act of participation in one’s process of
being identiﬁed with Jesus. It is one of the requirements for entering into
the Kingdom of God.

JOHN 3:3-5
“Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless
one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”4 Nicodemus
said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus
answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

WHEN JESUS SPOKE OF BEING “BORN OF THE WATER,”
WHAT DID HE MEAN?
Some commentators on the Bible suggest that being “born of the water”
refers to a person’s physical birth. However, Jesus’ conversation with
Nicodemus in John 3 proves otherwise. Initially, Nicodemus was confused
by the words of Jesus and questioned if a person could re-enter their
mother’s womb in order to be born again. Jesus was emphasizing the
importance of being reborn spiritually. To be born of the water speaks of
physically submerging your entire body underwater (Acts 8:38). Baptism
does not simply mean to be “dipped”, but to be “buried” (Colossians 2:12).
Therefore, being willing to bury yourself through baptism in the name of
Jesus Christ is a symbolic representation of His death and the new life we
gain as we arise from the water.
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READ EACH OF THE FOLLOWING BIBLICAL REFERENCES
ON WATER BAPTISM IN THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE.
� Acts 2:41
� Acts 8:26-39
� Acts 10
� Acts 16:25-33
� Acts 22:16

� Mark 1:4-5
� Luke 3:16
� Romans 6:3-5
� Galatians 3:27

� Matthew 3:13-17
� 1 Corinthians 12:13
� Colossians 2:11-13
� 1 Peter 3:18-21

Pick 3 references from the list above and discuss
them in your notebook for greater clarity.
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WHAT’S IN HIS NAME?
There has been great debate regarding the name that is to be pronounced
at the time of a believer’s water baptism. This controversy usually stems
mainly from different people’s interpretations of one of the most
important passages in the New Testament (Matthew 28:19), where Jesus
gave His twelve disciples what is commonly referred to as the “Great
Commission.”

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit”.

WHAT DID JESUS MEAN
WHEN HE SAID THIS?
LUKE’S ACCOUNT OF MATTHEW 28:19
In Luke’s book, readers are given another writer's version of Jesus'
conversation according to Matthew’s. Luke dug deeper and informed us
too that Jesus opened their (the 12 disciples) understanding according to
the real meaning of the interpretation of the scriptures. Luke also explains
that Jesus told the disciples that repentance and the remission of sins
(baptism) should be preached in His name.

LUKE 24:45-47
“And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend
the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it
was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the
third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
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THE NAME OF THE FATHER IS JESUS.
Finding the answer to the question of the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit is important to gain a correct understanding of the name and
nature of God. Solomon, the wisest person to have ever lived, also sought
tenaciously to ﬁnd the answer to the name of the father and the son as is
described in Proverbs 30:4:
“Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has
gathered the wind in His ﬁsts? Who has bound the waters in
a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth?
What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, If you know?”

The following Bible verses, one from the Old Testament and the other one
from the New Testament, demonstrate to us the answer to Solomon’s
question. It is important to note for example that the terms “child” and
“son” mentioned in Isaiah are used in reference to Jesus’ human side,
while the terms “mighty God” and “Everlasting Father” are used in direct
reference to His divine side. So the conclusion can easily be drawn that
Jesus and the Father are one (see John 10:30-33 and John 14:5-10).

ISAIAH 9:6
“For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the
government will be upon His shoulder And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

THE NAME OF THE SON AND THE HOLY SPIRIT IS JESUS
In addition to this, the name of the Holy Spirit is Jesus. Also, in the
following passage we will see that the Holy Spirit is the Father of Jesus,
and that Jesus is referred to as Emanuel thus verifying His Divinity.
(Isaiah 7:14)

MATTHEW 1:20-23
“But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her
is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call
His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”
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22 So all this was done that it might be fulﬁlled which was spoken by
the Lord through the prophet, saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be
with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,”
which is translated, “God with us.”

THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT?
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are not names but rather titles that are
used to understand the different and unique roles God would take on to
complete our salvation story. When used throughout the New Testament,
these titles are used in reference to Jesus Christ. As a result of this, every
single candidate to be baptized in the book of Acts, and during the ﬁrst
325 years of the existence of the early church, were only baptized in the
precious name of Jesus. This is because there is power in Jesus’ name, and
the devil hates it when Jesus’ name is called and is believed on.

Only SAVING
Saving NAME
Name
JESUS IS THE ONLY
BOTH IN THE HEAVENLY REALM
AND
ON
THE
EARTH.
ACTS 4:12
“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved”.

Here in the above mentioned passage we see how salvation is directly
connected to the name of Jesus. Jesus’ name provides salvation for our souls,
this is why, there is no other name through which anyone can be saved.
From the list of other biblical
references on the subject of
water baptism in Jesus’
name, look two of these
passages up in a commentary
of your choosing and discuss
their meaning.

Acts 2:38
Acts 8:4-17
Acts 10:48
Galatians 3:14-15
1 Corinthians 6:11
2 Corinthians 5:17
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3

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is the third step
in the process of your salvation experience.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the supernatural gift that Jesus promised
to send into the world to empower those who are believers.
(John 14:16-19)
Through this spiritual experience, the power of God transforms people’s
lives from within. When this experience takes place in your life, a new
nature and desire to be a better person will overtake your life.
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

THE STUDY OF THE
BAPTISM OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT BEGINS
WITH THE WORDS OF
PROPHETS JOEL, EZEKIEL,
JOHN THE BAPTIST,
JESUS, & THE APOSTLES.
We ﬁrst learned about the promise of the baptism of the Holy Spirit by
reading Joel 2:28.
In this passage we are advised that “in the last days”, God would
miraculously pour out of His Spirit upon “all ﬂesh”. This prophecy was
eventually fulﬁlled in the book of Acts, when the baptism of the Holy Spirit
was experienced by human beings for the very ﬁrst time in the history of
mankind (Acts 2:1-4 & 14-18).
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Another important Old Testament reference to verify the reality of the
baptism of the Holy Spirit can be found in (Ezekiel 36:22-27), where we are
informed by God that He would give His people in the future a new heart
and a new spirit through which they would serve Him more diligently.
Upon reading and understanding the different passages of scripture in the
New Testament that deals with the subject of regeneration and the
born-again experience, one can clearly come to understand how the
baptism of the Holy Spirit is used interchangeably with the term “new
heart”, which was promised by God to be experienced by born-again
people.
In agreement with the prophets, John the Baptist began his ministry of
“preparing the way of the Lord” Jesus Christ by letting His listeners know
that Jesus would baptize them in the future with the Holy Spirit.

MARK 1:1-8
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is
written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
Who will prepare Your way before You.” 3 “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths straight.’ ”
4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins. 5 Then all the land of Judea, and
those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by him in
the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts
and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “There comes One after me
who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop
down and loose. 8 I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit”.
In addition to these prophetic references to the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
Jesus also provides us with instruction regarding this important experience.
In Luke 24:48-49, before Jesus was taken up into heaven after His
resurrection, He advised His disciples not to leave from Jerusalem until they
received that special promise that the father had promised to give them.
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“EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN
OF THE SPIRIT”...
When Jesus spoke about being "born of the spirit" (John 3:5), He was
speaking about receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit's baptism. Here, he
clearly explained to Nicodemus that he would not "enter into the
Kingdom of God" unless he was "born of the Spirit". Through this
statement and others throughout this study, we will see that God intends
that all human beings experience the Holy Spirit's baptism to receive the
full plan of salvation.
The promise of God's Holy Spirit coming into the world to reside within
human beings was prophesied about long before its outpouring in the
ﬁrst century. The prophet Joel advised his listeners that there would come
a time in human history when God would do something supernatural to
encounter human beings' lives. Joel also ensures to let people understand
that the Spirit is intended to be “poured out on all ﬂesh”.

JOEL 2:28-29
“And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on
all ﬂesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men
shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 29 And also
on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My
Spirit in those days”.
Also, in the passage below, we are informed that the Holy Spirit was not
only intended to be experienced by a select few only, but rather, the Holy
Spirit is an experience that transcends generations, and is available to all
people today to provide them with a regenerated heart.

ACTS 2:39
“For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are
afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”
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THE NEW HEART

Did you know that when you received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior,
He gave you a brand new heart? This is because your old heart was
deceitful, and it hated the idea of faithfully serving God. The prophet
Jeremiah summed up the old heart perfectly in Jeremiah 17:9.
“The heart is deceitful above all things And desperately
wicked; Who can know it”?
Perhaps before you became a saved individual, you always thought you
were just the sweetest person, because you did not do wrong to people,
lie, steal, gossip, and so on. Nevertheless, the Bible says that your old heart
(the one you inherited from Adam) was beyond human cure. Now, thanks
be to God, this is no longer the case because our old hearts underwent
divine surgery when we experienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit. After
receiving this supernatural experience, our new God-given hearts (the one
from Christ), unlike our old hearts, will always desire to do the things that
please God, as explained in Ezekiel 36:26-27.
“I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My
statutes, and you will keep My ordinances and do them”.

NOW, THANKS TO GOD, OLD HEARTS CAN UNDERGO TRANSFORMATION
THROUGH OUR SALVATION EXPERIENCE WHEN WE
RECEIVE THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
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WHAT’S YOUR
FAVORITE DISH?

Receiving the inﬁlling of the
Holy Spirit is not an optional
dish to choose from. It is a
MUST as Jesus and others
in the Bible teach.

ROMANS 8:9
“But you are not in the ﬂesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ,
he is not His.
If you are currently in an environment or a denomination that does not
teach about the Holy Spirit’s inﬁlling, you are not in a safe place.

CONCERNING THE SUBJECT
OF THE BAPTISM OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT, CHRISTIANS
FALL IN ONE OF FOUR
CATEGORIES:
FOUR MAIN BELIEFS ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT

1

Some Christians during the early church period,
and even in our own day have never heard about
the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
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ACT 19:1-7

2

“And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having
passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And ﬁnding
some disciples 2 he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have not so much as
heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said to them, “Into
what then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.”
4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of
repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him
who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 5 When they
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And
when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 7 Now the men
were about twelve in all.”

Others have heard about the Holy Spirit but do
not know how to receive Him.

4

Some do not believe in the baptism of the Holy
Spirit.

DISCUSSION
QUESTION

3

Some have received the inﬁlling of His Holy Spirit,
but do not know what to do with the power they
have been given.

Explain and discuss the
difference between the
early church’s perspective
concerning the plan of
salvation in comparison to
the views of Evangelicals.
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Speaking in tongues is a supernatural experience and a sign that God has
chosen to indicate when an individual has received the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. Receiving the Holy Spirit is a gift that only God can give. In
John 3:8 Jesus teaches about the sound of the wind and the Holy Spirit.
He explains that everyone who is born of the Spirit will give out a sound in
similarity to the invisible wind blowing through the atmosphere.
In Michael Corona’s book, How a Humble Preacher Ignited Pentecostal
Fire, he describes the historical event that took place in Los Angeles,
California, known as the Azusa Street Revival. It was led by an
African-American preacher named William J. Seymour who waited on
God in prayer and fasting with seven other consecrated men on the night
of April 9, 1906. While gathering together, God moved and poured out the
baptism of the Holy Spirit on them. As the public became aware of the
miraculous experience, thousands of people ﬂooded the church seeking
after God. Seymour and many other believers used the momentum of
that revival to publicize the Gospel to their entire city, state and country.
Many think that the miracles and wonders which took place during Jesus’
day and the early Church are things of the past. But Jesus assures the
opposite; the same power believers possessed then abide within you and I
today.

MARK 16:17-18

“And these signs will follow those
who believe: In My name they will
cast out demons; they will speak
with new tongues; 18 they will take
up serpents; and if they drink
anything deadly, it will by no means
hurt them; they will lay hands on
the sick, and they will recover.”
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We have already underscored the essentiality of receiving the baptism of
the Holy Spirit. However, another important matter that needs to be
addressed is what evidence is there to prove that an individual has
received the Holy Spirit?

THE VISIBLE SIGN HERE IS THAT ALL SPOKE IN TONGUES
We are constantly bombarded by people’s religious opinions regarding the
Holy Spirit. However, if you are an individual who embraces and honours
the teachings of the Bible, you will soon come to ﬁnd out that the biblical
evidence for receiving the Spirit’s inﬁlling is “speaking in tongues.”
The ﬁrst mention of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is recorded in the
historical book of Acts 2:1-5. In this ﬁrst account we are told that 120 people,
both men and women received this gift of the Holy Spirit while obeying
Christ’s command to wait in the upper room until they were ﬁlled with
the power from above, which was discussed in the following passage.

LUKE 24:48-49
“And you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise
of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are
endued with power from on high.”

The opening words of Acts 2 provide the fulﬁllment of this prophecy of
Jesus on the Day of Pentecost.

ACTS 2:1-5
“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one
accord in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven,
as of a rushing mighty wind, and it ﬁlled the whole house where they
were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of ﬁre,
and one sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all ﬁlled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. 5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men,
from every nation under heaven”.

Luke tells us that all the people who were present in the upper room were
“all” ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit, and subsequently, all of them
supernaturally began to speak in other tongues as God gave them the
supernatural ability to do so.
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This truth regarding God’s choice in choosing to speak in tongues as
evidence to verify that someone has initially been ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit
can be seen in several other passages within the book of Acts. Acts
10:44-46 is where the Gentiles (non-Jews, like you and I), for the ﬁrst time,
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit while they were listening to the
Word of God preached to them by the Apostle Peter.

ACTS 10:44-46
“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon
all those who heard the word. 45 And those of the circumcision who
believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.
46 For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God”

Now the amazing thing to notice within this passage is that the group of
people who went along to preach the Gospel with Peter to this Gentile
family were of the Jewish background. Interestingly, these people were
the ﬁrst individuals who had previously received the Holy Spirit back in
chapter 2 of Acts.
These Jews were surprised that the gift that they had been promised and
had received, was also shared with non-Jewish individuals including
Gentiles and Samaritans (Acts 8).

HOW DID THEY KNOW THIS?
WHAT DID THEY SEE?
WHAT DID THEY HEAR?
The scripture is clear, “For they heard
them speak with tongues and
magnify God”, and that was the exact
experience they had when they had
received the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:46).
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Holy SPIRIT
Spirit
THE Baptism
BAPTISM OF THE HOLY
IS STILL A Requirement
REQUIREMENT
FOR PEOPLE’S SALVATION.
From the biblical references below, on the subject of
the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues, discuss the
message each text is conveying about the Holy Spirit.

• Isaiah 28:11-12
• Ezekiel 36:27
• Matthew 3:11
• Mark 16:15-18
• Acts 1:4-8
• Acts 8:14-17
• Acts 9:17
• Acts 10:44-46
• Acts 11:16
WILLIAM J. SEYMOUR
• Acts 19:1-7
• John 14:16-17, 26
• John 15:26
• John 16:7
AZUSA STREET REVIVA
• 1 Corinthians 14:21-22
L,1906
• 1 Corinthians 12-14
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THE Befe and After
Ptrait OF A CHILD OF GOD.

Now that you have accepted the plan of salvation according to how the
Bible instructs you to accept Jesus Christ, you have been given the power
to “become sons of God” (1 John 1:12). You can celebrate the new you in
Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17) by remembering what you used to be and
giving thanks to God for who you are becoming (1 Corinthians 6:11).

Befe YOU WERE BORN AGAIN...
You were an enemy of God – Ephesians 2:14-19
You were dead in your sins – Ephesians 2:1-3
You were not a child of God – John 8:44
You were a slave to sin – Romans 7:15-21
You were going to hell – Revelation 20:15
You were afraid of God – Genesis 3:8-9

After YOU CAME TO JESUS CHRIST...

You are a friend of God – John 15:15
You are a saint who is on your way to heaven – John 14:1
You are a son of the Almighty God – John 1:12
You are free from the power of sin – John 8:36
You are seated with Christ in heavenly places – Ephesians 2:6
You can now enter into God’s presence boldly – Hebrews 4:1
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