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INTRODUCTION
For many years, the Bible has maintained the title of the bestselling book
in the world, and statistics do not project that changing anytime soon.
Despite the billions of copies sold in several translations, many people read
the Bible without having a proper understanding of its divine truth, authority, authorship, and sacredness.
Through the Holy Spirit, God inspired 42 men to pen the Old and New
Testament. From the very beginning, God wanted humanity to be a part of
His Word.
Many may question why a book written thousands of years ago would be
of use to them while living in the 21st century. Some may doubt its validity,
but regardless of who you are or what stage you are at in life, God’s Word
extends an open invitation into His book club, the Bible.
God’s Word enlightens us about the nature of who He is while we discover
who we are and who He has destined us to be. In addition to historical

DISCUSSION
OBJECTIVES:

Word comes to life.

WHITE CITY
CHURCH GROUP

The authenticity of the scripture continues to be a central
point of controversy amongst different groups of people. The
objective of this lesson is to engage and expose individuals to:

1
2
3

Understand the relationship that exists between
God, the Bible and human authors
Understand the make-up and sections of the Old
and New Testaments
Explore the purpose and meaning of inspiration and
its role in causing the Bible to become the Word of God.
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1

GOD, THE BIBLE,
AND HUMAN AUTHORS

Since its publication in 1611, the Bible has caused much controversy and
debate. Some people believe:

The Bible is the result of man’s opinion
The Bible simply lacks any authority and relevance
in their day-to-day lives or their life after death.
It is for this reason that from the onset of our study on understanding the
Bible, we must seek to settle the truth that God is the Divine author of the
Bible and that the Bible should be distinguished from other religious texts.
As a means of communicating His feelings, will, and purpose, God
selected forty-two men that lived in different periods, socialized by
different cultures, and worked various occupations to record His Word.
Amazingly, none of their writings contradict one another! This further
lends to prove the Divine guidance in the authorship of the Word of God.
Although many choose to oppose the Bible’s claim of being the Word of
God, no individual has been able to disprove otherwise, because the Bible
is not the product of human will.
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GOD INSPIRES ALL SCRIPTURE
The apostle Paul, who wrote two-thirds of the New Testament, spent a
considerable amount of time building his readers’ faith and understanding
into believing that the Bible is God’s Word.

2 TIMOTHY 3:15-17
“And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.”
Notice that Paul did not say that some of the scriptures were from God.
Instead, Paul boldly stated all of the scriptures from Genesis to Revelation
are from God, and therefore, all of the Bible’s claims can be trusted and used
as the blueprint for living everyday life. Paul says that the scriptures were
given to the human recorders through the inspiration of God.

WHAT IS INSPIRATION?

WORD DEFINITION: INSPIRATION
Inspiration means God-breathed. It refers not to the writers
themselves, but to what is written by them, thus explaining
why the author of the Scriptures is God, and not men. The
truth of inspiration applies to the entire Bible, and extends
to the actual words, not just the concepts because, “All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God”...
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2 PETER 1:17-21 REVEALS HOW INSPIRATION WORKS
“For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a
voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased.” 18 And we heard this voice which came
from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 19 And
as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts; 20
prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy
never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit.”
Those who wrote the Word of God were brought along by the Holy Spirit in
the same way that a sail carries a ship towards its destination by the power
of the wind. The passage above speaks to the authority of the Old
Testament and the prophets, but also to that of the New Testament and
the apostles who were personal eyewitnesses.

PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER

As a young child, I can remember spending many hours putting puzzles

place, the picture comes out complete. The same is true when
understanding the Bible.
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IT IS VERY IMPORTANT
TO UNDERSTAND THE
PURPOSE OF BOTH THE OLD
AND THE NEW TESTAMENT
Many people have not taken the time to understand these two sections of
the Bible, and as a result of this, some have misinterpreted much of God’s
Word. This is because they do not correctly understand how God’s
dealings with men over the past six millennia have certainly been
progressive. This means that God has not always dealt with humanity in
the same way in all dispensations. Although the immutability of God is
highlighted in Hebrews 13:8:

HEBREWS 13:8
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
Gaining a correct understanding of the seven dispensations that are
dispensed throughout the scriptures is key to become able to “rightly
divide the word of truth”, 2 Timothy 2:15. This is of utmost importance for
the simple reason that although the Bible is written for us, not everything
in the Bible is written to us. For example, the instructions given to Adam
in the Garden do not apply to us today. In addition, the dietary
restrictions and the observance of religious days given to the nation of
Israel during the era of the Law do not apply to us in the church age, (see
Colossians 2:16). It is for this reason that those who properly handle the
Word of God should be able to see the various ways God interacts with
mankind throughout the course of human history.
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The following scriptures, all found in the New Testament,
introduces us to the concept of dispensationalism.
1
2
3

Romans 6:14 - You are not under Law but under Grace.
Ephesians 1:10 - The “dispensation of the fullness of times”
Ephesians 3:2 - The dispensation of Grace.

Quick Facts:

Some parts of the Bible was written to natural Israel - the Jews.
Some parts of the Bible was written to spiritual Israel - the Church

DISCUSSION
QUESTION

DISPENSATIONS OF THE BIBLE
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We live in a society that praises
secularism. The switch from faith
to secularism began during the
Enlightenment period in Europe
and has been fully developed in
our postmodern world. Despite
this, what role does the inspired
Word of God play in combating
postmodernism?
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UNDERSTANDING DISPENSATIONS
Although God is immutable, He has provided deliverance and salvation
for humanity in different ways depending on the current dispensation. A
careful observation of the Bible reveals that throughout human history,
there have been seven dispensations in which people of great and notable
civilizations interacted with God in their day.

WORD DEFINITION: DISPENSATION
The word dispensation suggests a particular
time or period in which God deals with man.
Each of the seven dispensations begins with an agreement of some type.
Man is expected to live and behave in a particular manner. When people
in this agreement rebel and fail to comply, there is a punishment or
judgment given out, reprimanding and pointing out the wrongdoing.

1

of Innocence, which points back to the days that God placed Adam
and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:8; 3:19).

(See Gen. 1:26 | Gen. 2:16,17 | Gen. 3:6 | Gen. 3:22-24).

2

In the dispensation of Conscience, God’s expectation of man and His
requirements for their salvation was that they live according to their
conscience positively (Genesis 4-10).

(See Gen. 3:7, 22 | Gen. 6:5,11-12 | Gen. 7:11-12, 23).

3

The dispensation of Human Government is another way in which
God intended to save man by allowing them to provide leadership
through godly counsel among themselves (Genesis 11).

(See Gen. 9:1, 2 | Gen. 11:1-4 | Gen. 11:5-8).

4

Following that, God established the dispensation of Promise when
God called Abraham to leave his father’s house and sojourned to an
unknown location where God would make him the father of a great
nation (Genesis 12-50).

(See Gen. 12:1-3 | Gen. 13:14-17 | Gen. 15:5 | Gen. 26:3 | Gen. 28:12-13 | Exod. 1: 13-14).

5

Then, the dispensation of Law spanned from Exodus to Acts 1, where
the children of Israel found salvation by observing the Ten
Commandments (Exodus - Acts 1). (See Exod. 19:1-8 | 2 Kings 17:1-18 |

2 Kings 25: 1 -11 | Acts 2:22-23 | Acts 7:5152 | Rom. 3:19-20 | Rom. 10:5 | Gal. 3: 10).
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6

Now, we are living in the dispensation of Grace; it is a time in our
history where God offers man salvation through Christ’s works and
obedience to the plan of salvation. (Acts chapter 2 to our present
post-modern period).

(See Luke 17:26-30 | Luke 18:8 | 2 Thess. 2:7-12 | Rev. 3:15-16).

7

Finally, the Tribulation & Kingdom age will mark the periods when God
deals with men after the rapture and where man will ﬁnd salvation by
being obedient to being beheaded, as explained in Revelation 20:4.

(See Isa. 2:1-4 | Isa. 11 | Acts 15:14-17 | Rev. 19:11-21 | Rev. 20:1-6).

REVELATION 20:4
“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was
committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his
mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”

THE END OF THE FIRST DISPENSATION
they were not to eat from the tree containing the knowledge of good and
evil. That was all! No other stipulations were required of them living in the
garden and in the presence of God.
As time went by, they failed to comply with God, and thus they faced the
end and judgment of that dispensation, which was banishment from the
Garden of Eden and the relinquishing of their immortality.

THE GRACE OF GOD
Since the death of the Lord Jesus, the newly established dispensation that
you and I are now living in is the dispensation of the Grace of God. God’s
expectation during this period is that all men be born-again, meaning that
people express their faith in Christ, repent of their sins, obey the act of
water baptism, and receive His Holy Spirit.
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2

THE DIVISIONS OF THE BIBLE

THE OLD TESTAMENT
Historical records continue to serve
as one the main proofs of the
reliability of the Old Testament. For
example, several other religious
texts and other documents show
how in antiquity, countless human
generations told stories that are
strikingly similar to:

KENNETH KITCHEN

ON THE RELIABILITY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

Noah's Flood
The Crossing of the Red Sea
Other valid claims of the Bible
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It consists of 39 books written primarily in Hebrew. The Old Testament
journeys through the world’s miraculous creation and God’s faithful
This time in history explains the astounding love relationship God formed
with the children of Israel, who observed the Mosaic Covenant. In
adherence to the Law
as a means of seeking forgiveness for their sins.

Can you imagine living according
to a law that afforded very small
margins for error?
Can you imagine having to rely on
the sins you commit daily?

HEBREWS 10:1-7
“For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not
which they offer continually year by year, make those who
approach perfect. 2 For then would they not have ceased to be
consciousness of sins. 3
sins every year. 4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and
goats could take away sins. 5 Therefore, when He came into the
You have prepared for Me. 6
You had no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— In the
volume of the book it is written of Me— To do Your will, O God”
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COMPOSITION OF THE FIRST TESTAMENT
The Old Testament is composed of 39
books,
sections known as the law, history,
poetry, major and minor Prophets.

1

LAW

as the Pentateuch or Torah, ascribed to
Moses, who wrote the Law observed in
the lifestyle of the children of Israel.

2

HISTORY

3

POETY

Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st and 2nd Samuel,
1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles,
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther provide
historical context to the children of Israel
attaining the Promise Land, uniting,
dividing, experiencing Babylonian
captivity and being restored from exile.

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and
Song use verse to offer timeless and
practical advice for everyday living and
people interaction. Their words of wisdom
mark these poetic books.
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God often spoke to His people through prophets. Although the prophets
prophesied, they did not solely communicate about the future. Major and
minor prophets interceded on the children of Israel’s behalf, warned them,
and encouraged them to live holy and obey God’s commandments. It is
important to note that major and minor prophets are not differentiated by
importance, but rather by the size of the books they wrote.

4

MAJOR PROPHETS

5

MINOR PROPHETS

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations,
Ezekiel, and Daniel

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah,
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah,
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
By the grace of God, we are living in times that differ drastically from the
Old Testament, but that does not mean the Old Testament does not serve
a crucial purpose in our lives. The prophets, judges, poetry, and lives led by
the children of Israel teach us relevant maxims for our life today.
Furthermore, the Old Testament set the foundation for hope and a new
covenant that would come.
Please study the following chart which illustrates the historical timeline
of each Old Testament book.

Haggai
Zechariah

Esther

70 Years
of Excile

Ezra

2 Kings

1 Kings

2 Samuel

1 Chron. 2 Chron.
1 Samuel

Judges & Ruth

Joshua

Deuteronomy

Numbers

Leviticus

Exodus

Genesis

Prophecy

Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel

Malachi
Nehemiah

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea,
Joel, Amos, Obadiah,
Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah

Historical Line of Old Testament Books

Poetry
Job
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Psalms of David

Song of Solomon
Proverbs
Ecclesiates
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DISCUSSION
QUESTION

Explain and discuss the
importance of understanding
dispensational truths. In what
ways can a misunderstanding
of the 7 dispensations impact
the belief system of an
individual?

THE NEW TESTAMENT

THE NEW WAY
In the Christian church, the New Covenant (the new way), is believed to have
commenced a new relationship between God and humans. This covenant
was mediated after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The key New
Testament biblical reference that supports this concept is found in (Hebrews
chapter 8:1-8). Also, many commentators consider Jeremiah 31:31–34 to be a
central Old Testament prophecy of the New Covenant that would govern the
believer in the future (the church age) in which we now exist.
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HEBREWS 8:1-8
“Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have
such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the
true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 3 For every
it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. 4 For if He
were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who
offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and
shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed
when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that
you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the
mountain.” 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry,
inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was
established on better promises. 7
faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second.
8
coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah”.

COMPOSITION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
In the New Testament, readers
out into 4 sections, known as the
gospels, church history, epistles,
and prophecy.
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GOSPELS

REVELATION

CHURCH HISTORY

PAUL’S LETTERS

2

PAUL’S LETTERS

PROPHECY

The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and
Luke are generally referred to as being
synoptic gospels, because they
include many of the same stories, and
often use identical wording.
Interestingly, these stand in contrast to
John, whose content is largely distinct,
and general. Despite this, the gospels
inform readers of the birth, life,
ministry, death and resurrection of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Although the
plan of salvation is described
throughout the gospels (see John
3:1-5), individuals did not experience
the born-again experience until
during the period of the book of Acts
PAUL’S LETTERS

GENERAL LETTERS

1

SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

GENERAL GOSPEL

PAUL’S
LETTERS
PAUL’S
LETTERS
PAUL’S LETTERS
PAUL’S LETTERS
PAUL’S LETTERS

HEBREWS

Aside from the gospels, the book of
Acts is the only book of the New
Testament that provides individuals
with a historical narrative. In it, we are
given the history of the earliest periods
of the Church, from the time of Jesus's
PA
PAUL’S
LETTERS
PAUL’S
LETTERS
ascension (Acts 1:9-11), after His
PAUL’S
LETTERS
PAUL’S LETTERS
PAUL’S LETTERS
resurrection, to the giving of the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:1-4), and the promised
spread of the Gospel throughout the
Roman Empire, (Acts 1:8). This book
concludes with the apostle Paul
preaching the gospel in Rome
unhindered through his missionary
journeys. It is important to note that
GENERAL L
only in the book of Acts do we have a
PROPHECY
PROPHECY
GENERAL
LETTERS
GENERAL
LETTERS
PROPHECY
PROPHE
GENERAL
LETTERS
GENERAL
LETTERS
record of individuals
responding
to
PROPHECY
GENERAL LETTERS
the plan of salvation, (being saved).

REVELATION

REVELATION
REVELATION
REVELATION

REVELATION

PAUL’S LETTERS

PAUL’S LETTERS
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3

EPISTLES (LETTERS)

4

PROPHECY

Please note that the epistles were originally written to individuals who
were already saved, (during the period of the book of Acts). Therefore, a
student of the Bible would not be “rightly dividing” the Word of truth if
they provide information regarding the plan of salvation, without taking
into consideration what was previously taught in the historical book of the
New Testament.

presents an apocalyptic and prophetic vision of what is to come.
Please study the following chart which illustrates the historical timeline
of each New Testament book.
Matthew

ACTS

Mark
Luke
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Book

John
0
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Journey:
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3rd

70

80

1st

2nd

Gal.

1 Thes.

1 Cor.

Eph.

1 Tim.

2 Thes.

2 Cor.

Phil.

2Tim.

Rom.

Col.

Titus

Pauline
Epistles

ERS

50

90

100

Rome

Ph.
James
General
Epistles
& Rev

1 Pet.

1 Jn.

2 Pet.

2 Jn.

Heb.

3 Jn.

Jude

Rev.

The New Testament spiritually joins you and I to the covenantal relationship
God has always desired with His people, as seen in the Old Testament. Like
HECY
the Old Testament, the New Testament reveals the nature of God to us. We
can trust both covenants to guide us through our journey of faith as we
seek to please God.
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3

ABSOLUTELY TRUE!

Not many people or things in our world can be trusted. So many untruths
have been told by preachers, politicians, Presidents, Prime Ministers, spouses,
and the list goes on. So when it comes to the issue of trust, people can be
quite skeptical. The Word of God has been under attack by Satan since the
Garden of Eden.
Sometimes Satan’s attack is direct, while other times, he uses very subtle
methods to discredit the Bible. In the Garden of Eden, he used a rather
subtle manner to create doubt and confusion in Eve’s mind. He simply
misquoted God’s Word by leaving out essential parts of the revealed truth.

GENESIS 3:1-4
“
the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed
said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden;
3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God
has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ”
4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die”.
It is very important to understand that Satan’s attacks against the Word of
God did not end in the Garden of Eden; they still continue today in the
form of miseducation, skepticism, secularism and other fallacies. It is by
understanding this that helps us see why the opinion of most secular
scholars is that the entire Bible cannot be accepted as the divine Word of
God.
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BUT THE BIBLE WARNS US TO BE CAREFUL OF THIS KIND
OF MESSAGE BROUGHT TO US BY MEN AND WOMEN.
2 PETER 2:12-21
“But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and
destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will
utterly perish in their own corruption, 13 and will receive the wages
of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the
daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own
deceptions while they feast with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery
and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a
heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children.
15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the
way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of
unrighteousness; 16 but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb
donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the madness of the
prophet. 17 These are wells without water, clouds carried by a
tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.
18 For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they
who have actually escaped from those who live in error. 19 While
they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption;
for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into
bondage. 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is
worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.”

THE WORD OF GOD IS RELIABLE, INHERENT AND TEACHES THE TRUTH.
WHETHER THE SUBJECT MATTER IS HISTORICAL, SCIENTIFIC, OR
SPIRITUAL, THE BIBLE IS WITHOUT ERROR AND CONTRADICTION AS IT
DESCRIBES THE CHARACTER AND WILL OF GOD.
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FIVE ATTRIBUTES OF THE BIBLE
Attribute

1
The Bible is
Infallible

2
The Bible is
Complete

Summary
In its entirety, the Word of God has no
mistakes in its claims. This truth can be
manuscripts. The Bible is primarily infallible
because God is perfect, and He is the one
who inspired those who wrote the 66
books contained within it. The Bible is not
only infallible in the totality of its message
to us, but the Bible is also inherent in all of
its parts. As a result, all of God’s Word can
be trusted.

There is nothing that needs to be added
to the Bible’s content to improve upon
its message, or to make it more reliable
and or relevant to us today. In fact, we
are privileged to have access to the
Canon of the Scripture in its complete
form, through careful and divine
selection of each book.

Bible Reference
Psalms 19:7
“ Law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul; The testimony of the Lord is
sure, making wise the simple.”
Psalms 30:5-6
“Every word of God is pure; He is a
shield to those who put their trust in
Him. 6 Do not add to His words, Lest He
rebuke you, and you be found a liar.”
Revelation 22:18-19
“For I testify to everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book:
If anyone adds to these things, God will
add to him the plagues that are written
in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away
from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part
from the Book of Life, from the holy city,
and from the things which are written in
this book.”
John 12:48
“He who rejects Me, and does not receive

3
The Bible is
Authoritative

4
The Bible is
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Although we exist in a postmodern
society (one that does not fully accept
the rule or authority of Scripture), the
Bible is the
voice/revelation of God to human
beings. We can reason about its
implications, its applications, and even
its meanings; but we should never doubt
its claims or its authority in our lives. The
reality of this truth (that God’s Word is
authoritative) works against the
anti-authoritative spirit of our society.

host of reasons. Two of these reasons
are that the Bible provides us the
information we need to know about
the plan of Salvation, and the reality
of God’s existence.

the word that I have spoken will judge
him in the last day.”
Revelation 20:11-12
“Then I saw a great white throne and Him
who sat on it, from whose face the earth
found no place for them. 12 And I saw the
dead, small and great, standing before
God, and books were opened. And
another book was opened, which is the
Book of Life. And the dead were judged
according to their works, by the things
which were written in the books.”

2 Timothy 3:15
“And that from childhood you have
known the Holy Scriptures, which are
able to make you wise for salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”
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5
The Bible is
Effective

Isaiah 55:11
“So shall My word be that goes forth
from My mouth; It shall not return to
Me void, But it shall accomplish what I
please, And it shall prosper in the thing
for which I sent it.”

The prophet Isaiah, and the apostle Paul
both make it clear that the Word of God is
effective because it produces results.
Generally, those who accept the
effectiveness of the Bible are those who
have encountered supernatural
experiences in their lives, such as spiritual
and physical healings, forgiveness of sins,
and personal breakthroughs.

Hebrews 4:12
“For the word of God is living and
powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the
division of soul and spirit, and of joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”

SYMBOLS ARE USED TO DESCRIBE THE BIBLE
types, shadows, analogies, allegories, parables, and
other literary devices. The goal of the devices is to communicate truths
about the Word of God in a way that could be universally understood by its
historical and future hearers. For example, the Bible uses symbols to
describe the character, nature, and purpose of the Word of God.

THE BIBLE IS:
Powerful to SAVE
Romans 1:16
FOOD for the Soul
Deuteronomy 8:3
A DISCERNER of the thoughts
and intents of the heart
Hebrews 4:12
A SWORD; a weapon
against the devil
Ephesians 6: 17
A MIRROR
James 1: 23-24
A LAMP that
illuminates and guides us
Psalm 119: 105
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WATER, the power to purify
Ephesians 5:26

A consuming FIRE
Jeremiah 5:14

The SOURCE OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:3

A HAMMER to break
the hardened heart
Jeremiah 23: 29
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JESUS MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE AUTHORITY AND
AUTHENTICITY OF THE BIBLE WILL REMAIN FOREVER.
(Also see Matthew 24:1-14 and Mark 13:1-13).

MATTHEW 24:35
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means
pass away”.
The children of Israel saw prophecies uttered by major and minor
prophets come to fruition before their eyes, and the New Testament is a

FOUR FULFILLED PROPHECIES FOUND IN THE BIBLE:
LUKE 21:7-22
“So they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, but when will these things be?
And what sign will there be when these things are about to take
place? 8 And He said: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many
will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn
near.’ Therefore do not go after them. 9 But when you hear of wars
10 Then He said
to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. 11 And there will be great earthquakes in various places,
and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and
great signs from heaven. 12 But before all these things, they will lay
their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the
synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings and rulers
for My name’s sake. 13 But it will turn out for you as an occasion for
testimony. 14 Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate
beforehand on what you will answer; 15 for I will give you a mouth
and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict
or resist. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers,
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17 And
you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. 18 But not a hair of your
head shall be lost. 19 By your patience possess your souls”.
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WARS (VERSE 9)
Aside from the destructive
World Wars, our world
continues to be the site of
many civil wars and violent
across borders.
Attempts have been made
through peacekeeping treaties,
efforts to curtail arms racing,
and other acts of diplomacy have been made in the politics of
international relations. Nevertheless, war has been depicted throughout
the Bible and in history, and consequently, it will always plague the
human experience until Satan's time is expired.
For example, January 2020 has shown the predicted rumours of potential
United States and Iran and amongst several other nations. Interestingly, as
our years continue to be prolonged, in time the world will continue to
of human lives, (Revelation 13:1-7).

NATION RIVALRY (VERSE 10 & 20-22
The various countries and
government systems in the world
have formed a political, economic,
social, historical, and military
battleground. That being said,
However, a long-lasting and very
intense rivalry between nations
worth mentioning is that between
Israel and Iran as the two struggle
over power, land, and truth.

Other national rivalries can be seen in relationships between Russia, Iran
and the United States, China and India, and North Korea and South Korea,
among others.
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EARTHQUAKES (VERSE 11)
increase in the report of earthquakes in unusual
places around the globe. Take Canada for example.
Canada is considered to be a geographical area
that is not usually susceptible to earthquakes;
however, there has been a proliferation of
earthquakes in Canada and throughout the world.
Meteorologists have recorded more than 4000
earthquakes take place in Canada each year.

FAMINE (VERSE 11)
A famine can best be explained as an
acute episode of extreme hunger that
results in excess mortality due to hunger
and starvation. Interestingly, the Greek
word for famine is limos which simply
means “hunger”. This word is also used in
Revelation 6:8 where John describes the
situation of increased famine during the
future tribulation period.
It has been reported that from 2018 to 2019, the number of
undernourished people grew by 10 million, and there are now nearly 60
million more undernourished people in the world as of 2014.

DISCUSSION
QUESTION

is the authoritative Word of God.
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The Bible provides a clear list of events
that describe the period of the end of
time. Considering our global political
circumstances can we point to that
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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE

In Matthew 4:4, Jesus references Deuteronomy 8:3 to emphasize that ...
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of God”. Therefore, it is important that Christians prioritize
reading the Bible on a daily basis to ensure that our soul, mind, and spirit
are consistently being fed by the Word of God. Much like how the Bible is
the most sold book in the world, it is also one of the most misinterpreted.
Reading the Bible is not the same as studying the Bible; the latter requires
us to read beneath the surface and seek God for revelations.
academic purposes or build a philosophical argument. However, our main
desire for reading the Bible is to know the author more intimately. The
main point of Bible study is to know more about Christ so that we can be
more like Him. Although written by human hand, the Bible was divinely
inspired by God to communicate with the world. Every book, epistle,
character, and principle teaches readers a lesson as well as gives insight to
holy living and the mind of God.
Studying the Bible does not stop at acquiring knowledge, because
applying the Word must always be the highest goal. Knowledge without
application is useless. A common misconception is that the Bible is
Word of God is timeless and offers practical advice. Whether it concerns a
person’s
or professional pursuits, the
Bible speaks on subject matters concerning every facet of life. That being
said, it is our responsibility to apply the Word of God in our lives.
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2 TIMOTHY 2:15 INSTRUCTS US TO:
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth”.
There are many approaches to the art of studying the scriptures effectively
and with integrity. Exegesis and hermeneutics work hand-in-hand to
arrive at accurate interpretations and explanations of the Bible by
considering its original context, message and audience. Below are some
study approaches that help students of the Word expand their thinking,
draw sound conclusions, and practice the Word in their personal life.

PAUL’S LETTERS

SOME OF THESE STUDY APPROACHES ARE:
1 TOPICAL
2 WORD

addresses the subject. A Bible’s concordance can be used to
The Bible was originally written in Hebrew and then translated
to Greek. Studying the etymology, variations, and tense of a
be very insightful.

3 BOOK

The Bible consists of sixty-six books; observing the author’s
message, audience, and the setting in which they were
writing is an important study.

4

The lives and experiences of Bible characters teach important
lessons and set examples we must pay attention to. Take note
of the character’s contribution to the Scripture and consider
their connection, or lack thereof, to God.

CHARACTER

5 PASSAGE

Conduct an in-depth analysis of a passage of Scripture by
investigating the context, historical background, cultural
customs, audience and overall message of the verses.

Many of us have dedicated time, effort, and money to pursue academic
and professional endeavors in the world. Likewise, we must also prioritize
Christian education by becoming students of the Word. The Bible is a
divine mystery that is constantly being explored. Acheiving degrees,
accolades and certiﬁcations are commendable, yet they will hold no
value once we enter eternal life with Christ. Growing in the knowledge
of God is a priceless journey.
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The following is a concise list of biblical references that relates to
the subject of the Word of God and its role in the lives of believers.
Read each passage and meditate on what they teach, and how their
teachings can be applied to your life. Discuss your gleanings with
a family member or friend.

Deuteronomy 11:18-20
Joshua 1:8
Psalms 1:1-3
Psalms 19:7-8
Psalms 119:65
Psalms 119:97
Proverbs 30:5
Isaiah 34:16
Isaiah 40:8
Jeremiah 15:16
Matthew 4:1-11
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Matthew 15:6-9
Luke 24:13-32
John 6:63
John 15:11
John 21:13-17
2 Timothy 2:2
2 Timothy 2:15
1 Thessalonians 2:13
Hebrews 4:12
1 Peter 2:2-3
1 Peter 3:15
2 Chronicles 34:14-33
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